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At VETUS, our vision is to be the 
most trusted onboard marine 
solutions brand in the world
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ABOUT VETUS

Founded in 1964, VETUS sets  
the global standard in the  
design and manufacturing  
of complete onboard boat 
systems for recreational and 
small commercial vessels

VETUS prides itself on innovation and engineers 
the majority of its 4,000+ product line-up in-house. 
The company’s commitment to quality, reliability, 
and delivering a superior customer experience has 
earned the trust of boaters, yacht builders, and 
marine training establishments all over the world.

VETUS has an unparalleled worldwide distribution 
and service network. With its headquarters in The 
Netherlands, direct representation in 18 countries, 
and distributors in many others, the company can 
truly call itself a global innovator.
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Since VETUS was founded in Willem den Ouden’s 
home in Rotterdam, our company’s goal has 
been to enhance the boating experience with 
the highest quality onboard boat systems

OUR LEGACY

VETUS den Ouden is 
founded by the late 
Willem den Ouden 
from his home in 
Rotterdam

VETUS goes international 
with the establishment of 
VETUS den Ouden GmbH in 
Germany

VETUS den Ouden Spain 
is founded 

Development begins on 
the first VETUS engines, 
based on a Peugeot and 
Mitsubishi block. VETUS 
diesel is founded

VETUS den Ouden introduces 
its first bow thruster for leisure 
boats and small commercial craft

VETUS den Ouden opens a new 
branch office in Southampton, 
Great Britain. VETUS den Ouden 
UK is founded

The first in-house engineer is 
employed for own-product 
development. The first item 
developed in-house with the 
brand name VETUS is the 
seawater strainer type 325

VETUS den Ouden 
France is founded

1964 1966

A new HQ office and 
warehouse is opened in 
Schiedam, The Netherlands

1972

VETUS den Ouden 
expands further with 
a branch office in the 
USA

1973

1974

1977

1982 1987

VETUS den Ouden begins joint 
ventures with importers in Greece 
and Switzerland and commences 
the first production of windows in 
Leeuwarden, The Netherlands

198419681965
The first VETUS catalogue is 
published in Dutch and German 
with a print run of 50,000 copies

VETUS_BROCHURE_A4_LANDSCAPE.indd   4VETUS_BROCHURE_A4_LANDSCAPE.indd   4 23/02/2023   12:1723/02/2023   12:17



V E T U S  C R E ATO R  O F  B O AT  S Y S T E M S

5

To illustrate this commitment, just ten years 
after being founded in 1964, VETUS had 
already evolved from a local company to a 
global enterprise, with three international 
branch offices in Germany, Spain and the 
United States.

In the intervening decades, VETUS has held  
onto its entrepreneurial and close-knit  
family spirit, while becoming a world-leading 
developer of ground-breaking products for 
recreational and small commercial vessels. 

From a revolutionary wet engine exhaust 
system in the late 1970s, to the quietest 
bow and stern thrusters in the world, 
VETUS has a proud legacy of innovating 
at the highest level of marine design and 
engineering.

Founder Willem den Ouden 
hands over the day-to-day  
management of the company  
to a team of VETUS executives

The company name 
VETUS den Ouden is 
changed to VETUS

VETUS celebrates 60th 
anniversary and moves to a 
modern new headquarters 
and warehouse

2004
VETUS Sweden and VETUS 
Finland are added to the 
VETUS Group

2009
VETUS introduces a new 
corporate identity, ‘VETUS, 
creators of boat systems’, 
as well as unveiling its 
V-Quipment brand

2012
VETUS opens a branch 
office in Italy

2014
VETUS opens branch 
offices in Poland and 
Portugal

2016
VETUS opens a branch 
office in Germany

2021 2024

2000

VETUS-Maxwell APAC Limited 
New Zealand is added to the 
VETUS Group

VETUS-Maxwell Pty Ltd 
Australia is added to the 
VETUS Group

The Maxwell and Marex 
brands are incorporated into 
the VETUS Group

2008

VETUS opens branch 
offices in Denmark 
and India

2010

VETUS joins the YANMAR 
Group and opens a branch 
office in South Africa

2013

VETUS opens a 
branch office in 
France

2015

VETUS introduces 
the game changer 
in bow thrusters: 
the BOW PRO

2018

VETUS introduces 
unique new electric 
propulsion system 
solutions to the 
market

2021

VETUS introduces YellowV, 
a new brand for inflatable 
equipment

2019

VETUS introduces the BOW 
PRO Boosted 400 series, a 
new industry standard in DC 
thruster power

2022
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With a rigorous seven-stage development process, our philosophy is to 
offer our customers the latest technology using a blend of creativity, 
cutting-edge research, and testing to withstand the toughest marine 
conditions. 

The majority of our product portfolio has been developed in-house, from 
the initial idea to the final product. This ensures that every component  
meets our meticulous quality standards and continues to push the  
boundaries of marine technology. Our quality management system  
complies with ISO 9001:2015 requirements, confirming that the  
application of this management system has been assessed and certified 
by independent parties.

Our commitment to leading-edge design and development shines 
through in all our product ranges and system groups. We are proud to 
have a constantly evolving R&D team at the heart of the organisation 
– from being one of the first manufacturers to use plastic in marine 
exhaust systems to our unique E-DRIVE electric propulsion system. 

Our goal is to consistently innovate and develop the best boat 
equipment and engines that exceed the expectations of our customers.

INNOVATION
Innovation is at the core of everything 
we do at VETUS
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THE PROCESS

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

Once a product idea has  
been developed, we discuss  
design concepts internally 
and with a select team  
of users and use in-house  
3D printing to construct 
tangible models.

We incorporate essential 
product requirements –  
including ease of installation,  
robustness, reliability and 
safety – into the design. 
Engineers create detailed 
technical illustrations using  
3D CAD modelling to 
achieve the perfect fit and 
finish.

Our engineers work 
collaboratively with a variety 
of specialised production 
partners who are experts in 
their field, to guarantee the 
highest quality products.

THE IDEA THE CONCEPT PRODUCT
REALISATION

PRODUCTION INSTALLATION  
& USER MANUAL

TEST PHASE MARKET  
INTRODUCTION

An idea is born by 
combining input from 
users, market research 
and newly-introduced 
innovations in our ‘VETUS  
design lab’ – with  additional  
assistance from industry  
partners, governments  
and universities.

All products leave the 
VETUS warehouse with a  
comprehensive installation  
manual. Our dedicated 
documentation department  
is involved from the  
beginning to ensure that  
every consideration – from  
installation to maintenance 
– is covered.

We submit all VETUS 
products for rigorous tests 
– for instance salt spray 
testing – that simulate 
the toughest of marine 
environments. 

Once a product reaches 
the VETUS warehouse, it is 
ready to be introduced to 
the market via our global 
network.

VETUS_BROCHURE_A4_LANDSCAPE.indd   7VETUS_BROCHURE_A4_LANDSCAPE.indd   7 23/02/2023   12:1723/02/2023   12:17



V E T U S  C R E ATO R  O F  B O AT  S Y S T E M S

8

OUR PEOPLE
The commitment that our people have 
to innovation and ingenuity is rooted in 
our history as a family-owned, -operated, 
and -oriented company 

Our ethos of close working relationships, loyalty to our employees, and 
unwavering customer service is built around the pride we have in what 
we do.

We make boating carefree for 
customers all over the world
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The pioneering spirit that we foster 
at VETUS is crucial to our in-depth 
manufacturing process. Everything 
we do is a result of a dedicated and 
collective effort to create the highest 
quality boat systems.

Looking into the future of maritime 
innovation, we know we can rely 
on our longstanding partnerships, 
depth of in-house expertise, and the 
unwavering dedication of our people 
to lead the industry forwards.

VETUS boat equipment on board a Maril 7 NXT 
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At VETUS we share a common goal: to make your time on the 
water as satisfying and stress-free as possible. As a creator of 
complete onboard boat systems, VETUS has a comprehensive 
range of products, that work in harmony with one another. 
All our products have been tested under the most extreme 
conditions, are simple to install, and require limited maintenance 
to provide the ultimate carefree boating experience.

For more information about our key product groups and the 
entire VETUS product range, please visit our website or consult 
our product catalogue.

PRODUCT 
SYSTEM 
GROUPS

Engines and  
around the engine

Boat instruments

Thruster systems

Marex glazing 
systems

Electric propulsion

Fuel systems

Power hydraulics

Ventilation

Stern gear systems

Fresh water systems

Power on board

Maxwell anchoring 
systems

Exhaust systems

Waste water systems

Steering systems

V-Quipment
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VETUS offers the widest range of thrusters on the market 
for boat owners, from simple, intuitive models to advanced 
innovative technologies. All our thrusters take the stress out of 
docking even in close quarters, crosswinds, and crosscurrents. 
They provide complete sideways control over the boat while 
manoeuvring.

Our in-house R&D team has integrated the latest technologies 
throughout the BOW PRO range – from full-proportional 
control to no maintenance on the brushless motor – to give 
you total confidence under any conditions.

THRUSTER 
SYSTEMS
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Whether you own a sturdy two-cylinder with saildrive or a 
whispering six-cylinder, you can rely completely on a VETUS 
diesel engine. To complement each marine engine in the 
range, VETUS also offers a complete package of ‘around 
the engine’ products: from engine remote controls and 
fuel filters, to the propeller shaft and exhaust system.

The owner of a power or sail boat with a VETUS engine 
can enjoy every moment on the water, just as boating 
should be!

DIESEL 
ENGINES
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VETUS has been a pioneer since 1979, when our 
lightweight plastic ‘wet’ exhaust system revolutionised 
marine exhausts – a design which is still widely used today. 
Our exhaust systems are designed with resilience, usability, 
and simplicity in mind, using materials optimised for use in 
marine systems to help you enjoy life on the water. And by 
adding the extra feature of rotatable connections, you get 
the feeling of a custom-made exhaust built-in.

Our exclusive polymer blend, NAVIDURIN®, has been 
awarded Lloyd’s Register certification. It offers outstanding 
durability and heat resistance with a heat deflection 
temperature of over 250°C. Using this proprietary material 
allows us to create incredibly lightweight, robust, and 
cost-effective exhaust systems without compromising the 
VETUS standard for quality craftsmanship. 

EXHAUST 
SYSTEMS
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Twenty years after the release of the EP2200 electric 
system, VETUS E-DRIVE systems build on our expertise 
in silent, powerful propulsion. The E-DRIVE system 
is a package of different modules, which bring peak 
performance with only the sound of the water. Thanks to 
cleverly applied cooling, our E-DRIVES can operate for up 
to a full day on one charge, utilising the maximum range 
of the batteries and efficient power from the motor.

The E-DRIVE electric boating solution is an all-in-one 
solution that is compact, plug-and-play, and suitable for 
both new and existing vessels, so you can sail in silence 
with no limitations.

E-DRIVES
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Maxwell products are renowned for their reliability and 
performance throughout the international marine leisure 
boat industry. Its range of windlasses, capstans and 
accessories is extensive, providing anchoring solutions 
for vessels from 6 metres (20 feet) to over 125 metres  
(393 feet).

Thanks to decades of development, the company has 
gained a reputation for quality and reliability, and truly 
earned its position as market leader. With advanced 
engineering features incorporated throughout an 
extensive range of anchor windlasses, you can rely on 
Maxwell to secure your investment.

ANCHORING 
SYSTEMS
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BRANDS

CREATOR OF 
BOAT SYSTEMS

Our products are crucial to our customers’ boating experience. We design and 
develop our solutions in-house using the best engineering resources, and work 
in partnership with leading boat builders and marine training establishments. 
Through an unwavering commitment to product quality and unparalleled 
support, we endeavour to earn the trust of our customers. 

Our mission is to engineer reliable 
systems backed up by unparalleled 
global support
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ANCHORING 
EXCELLENCE

Since 1969 the name Maxwell has been synonymous with the highest 
performance standards in anchoring solutions for pleasure boats, 
superyachts, and commercial vessels. Our international reputation 
for excellence has evolved through ongoing R&D, innovative design, 
customer service, and a commitment to style and quality that is 
unrivalled in the industry.
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A leading manufacturer of custom-made boat windows, with decades 
of experience in the industry, Marex stands for quality, innovation, 
and stylish design. Our products are independently certified to comply 
with the Recreational Craft Directive and applicable ISO standards, 
providing peace of mind for our customers.

CUSTOM-MADE 
BOAT GLAZING

V-Quipment gives you high-quality, reliable and affordable boat 
products, which all complement our VETUS boat systems. Tested 
and approved in the VETUS lab in Schiedam, The Netherlands, all 
V-Quipment products carry a three-year warranty.

THE BEST  
EQUIPMENT FOR  
YOUR BOAT 
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CUSTOM-MADE 
BOAT GLAZING

Started by a group of young enthusiasts within VETUS, YellowV aims to make 
watersport accessible for everyone. Our products enable you to get out on  
the water, enjoy nature and live life to the full. We offer a growing product  
range for both flat- and white-water activities that surpasses industry 
standards and regulations.

TAKING LEISURE  
ACTIVITIES TO 
THE NEXT LEVEL
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At VETUS, we want you to enjoy life on the water and make every 
moment count. We also want you to have confidence in your boat and the 
equipment on board. 

Creating a carefree boating experience comes not just from manufacturing 
reliable, high-quality components and equipment, but also by providing 
industry-leading service and support to our customers. It includes a world-
beating warranty* – three years on all equipment, five years on engines. 
When a VETUS engine is purchased with a complete VETUS around 
the engine package, the warranty on equipment is extended to five 
years as well. VETUS also provides a worldwide service network, so that  
our customers know they can count on outstanding support wherever  
they are.

*Conditions apply

SERVICE AND 
WARRANTY
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GLOBAL 
NETWORK

Our strength lies in the expertise of our worldwide network, 
staffed by professionals with an unmatched collective 
breadth of leisure sailing experience. With a direct VETUS 
representation and distributors spread across all five 
continents, we are proud to provide the same industry-
leading VETUS products, service and support wherever you 
are in the world.
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VETUS has been a proud member of YANMAR Marine 
International (YMI) since 2013. Both companies share 
the same philosophy of listening closely to the needs 
of their customers, and have decades of engineering 
knowledge and experience, and extensive sales and 
service networks around the world.

YMI supplies the world’s cleanest, most efficient, 
reliable, and durable diesel engines for the recreational 
sector – both sailboats and powerboats – and light-duty 

commercial applications. Its trusted range of common 
rail marine diesel engines encompass an output range 
from 40 hp to 640 hp – the most comprehensive offering 
available from any marine engine manufacturer. 

Committed to the development of advanced technology 
for the best and most sustainable solutions to meet 
the evolving needs of boat owners and OEMs, YMI’s 
mission is to enhance the entire boating experience for 
all its customers.

YANMAR MARINE 
INTERNATIONAL
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YANMAR GROUP BRANDS
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VETUS
Fokkerstraat 571
3125 BD Schiedam
The Netherlands

www.vetus.com

cb-01-03-23
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